
 

On one hand, we can’t believe it’s already been a year, but on 
the other hand, it’s been a loooong year and a lot has 
happened! Buy cars, set up our home, language school, start 
youth group, travel in 6 countries for conferences and retreats, 
Slovene public school for the kids, Nick Vujicic, AMP Camp 
and FreeRide. We have so much to tell you about :)   

We had snow on the ground from early October until mid 
April. Much of the time over 3-4 feet deep! Dark?... YES! It 
was kind of funny when we woke up a few weeks ago to see it 
snowing again. I decided to fake my excitement like it was the 
first snowfall of the year… “Kids, LOOK! It’s snowing!!!” But 
they weren’t at all excited. Our Slovene friends assure us that 
this was a very abnormally long and snowy winter. I think 
they are afraid we will leave. We enjoyed the snow, but we are 
definitely ready for spring. 

We even planted the garden this week :) The whole process is 
great; digging, planting, watering, and just waiting to see the 
little green sprouts pop up. And the best part, the fruit makes 
it all worth it!  

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9 
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Emerson and Sarah Eggerich 
are coming to Kocevje! 

We are so excited that God has 
them coming here to share the 
beauty of what God created 
Marriage to be. Their book is 
now in Slovene and they will be 
touring around Slovenia! Then 
some churches will have follow-
up home-groups for 7 weeks on 
relationships and marriage. 

Every third marriage in 
Slovenia ends in divorce (and 
many just never get married). 
We are again praying against 
DISUNITY in Slovenia. It truly 
is a spiritual stronghold here 
that we need to stand against 
in prayer. 

Pray that this event will save 
not only marriages, but also 
eternal lives as well. 

“Each one of you also must 
love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must 
respect her husband.” 
Ephesians 5:33 

“Love and 
Respect”  
May 15 

English camp  
June 30-July 5 
This will be our very first summer leading an English Camp. 
We don’t know yet how to do everything, but are thankful that 
God does and has people here to help us J 
As Shawn works hard to get into schools and advertise, God 
is making connections with teachers and factory owners. And 
we know that we can trust His planning!  
“I will go before you and will level the mountains;  I will 
break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron.” Is. 
45:2 
Do you remember Mark? He is our “Saul” that we are praying 
for a “Paul” conversion. He owns two factories and has asked 
Shawn to present the English camp to his employees! Not 
only did he ask us, but he will also pay for 50% of camp costs 
for their 27 kids and more for those that need it so that 
everyone can go!!!  

Coming to Slovenia 
We have a special team coming to help us this summer from 
America that we truly believe is God ordained. 

Andrea Fountain from Dalkena Community Church in 
Spokane Washington. [May 21 – July 10] 

- She will be working in public schools teaching English as 
our ‘secret spy,’ connecting with more kids, helping with 
youth group, and teaching a class during English Camp.  

Rachel Morris from North Hills Community Church in 
Greenville, South Carolina. [June 6 – August 3] 

- She will be serving as our summer intern, teaching at 
English Camp, helping follow up with kids after camp, 
building relationships with Kocevje youth, and connecting 
them with our youth group. 

Joe and Beth Rohrer from Monument Bible Church in 
Scottsbluff Nebraska. [June 27 – July 10] 

- They will serve on our camp team and learn how to lead 
future English Camp teams. 

Good Shepherd camp team from Portland Oregon (they are 
the experienced ones who have been helping with English 
camps for many years). We will be learning from them J 
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Moved in 

We are still celebrating not being on the 
road and trailer life, although looking 
back, we know that those years will always 
have a sweet memory for us all. We grew in 
faith and trust in God in ways we can’t 
express. We thank God for that Season. 
HE never fails! 

Started Youth Group 

Youth Group is every Saturday in the 
empty restaurant that is attached to our 
house. The Lord continues to bring new 
kids.  

We have a regular 15 kids coming and, as 
far as we know, only 5 are believers.  

Right now, we are going through “The 
Story of God” with them. We have great 
discussions about God and the Gospel led 
by their very own questions J 

Amp Camp 

In February, we had a Snowboard / Ski 
Camp where around 90 students heard the 
Gospel message. Shawn is discipling one 
particular guy he met there, David 
(pictured top right with his girlfriend Bojana). 
They are truly seeking the truth about life 
with God.  

Also through him and his girlfriend losing 
to Shawn and me in a game of bowling, 
they both came to Crikvenica (you can read 
more about Crikvenica on the right).  

They were playing really well until we 
agreed that if we won they had to come. 
Then their balls went in the gutter almost 
every frame. We are ok with however God 
wants to bring people to Jesus J 

Looking back at the year 

2

After winning we 
said, “I think God 
wants you to come!”  

Free Ride 

Two weeks after 
Amp Camp, we hit 
the 4 most popular ski slopes in Slovenia with 
pro snowboarders and a skier from America. 
Hundreds of people came to ski and board with 
the pros. Then each night at after parties, they 
shared their lives and testimonies with everyone 
and we showed “Anthropology,” an evangelistic 
snowboarder documentary. It was amazing how 
God worked out all the details!  

The snowboarders along with some of our team 
members were even on National TV!  

Crikvenica 

This is our annual church retreat located right 
on the Croatian coast. This year the topic was on 
“Heaven” (and how to get there of course :)  

There was also a good handful that came JUST 
for a cheap beach vacation and good food (I don’t 
doubt that they got more than that). 

God broke down many walls and worked in 
mighty ways. By the last night, tears were 
rolling and hearts 
were changing. 
Our prayer was 
that many would 
step closer to God, 
and we got to 
witness that 
happen. Dragana 
(pictured above) decided that night to get 
baptized. 

It was a powerful weekend! Four people got 
baptized in the ice-cold water J That was a day 
they will never forget! 

Sergej and Dragana got baptized 

David and Bojana 
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The Lord is our guide! 
We have experienced a year of watching the 
Lord work, open doors and lead us as we 
walk into unknown territory. We have seen 
His hand of protection and guidance. We 
have experienced God teach us and grow 
us through trials and hard times. In the 
end all we can say: It is well with my soul. 

PRAY for… 

Ministry Life: 
- 3 of our youth are cutting and 1 
of them is seriously threatening 
suicide! 

- The many relationships we are 
building: Mark, Milan, David & 
Bojana, Sergej, Katja, Pija and 
more. 

- Our pastor Toni, his wife 
Mateja, and their 2 teens Jan and 
Laura are under serious attack! 

- Mana asks for wisdom as she 
leads Youth Group with us. 

- Prep for English Camp! 

Events: 
- Love and Respect Conference. 
- English Camps. 
- Youth Group. 
- Sweet vacation for Christena 
with her family. 
- Our Summer Team as they 
prepare to jump in and help. 

1 
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Family Life: 
- Wisdom and unity in marriage 
and parenting. 

- Our kids to have God’s strength 
and protection in their schools. 

- A healthy balance of ministry, 
family time, and rest. 

3 

It’s kind of hard to separate the two topics of ministry life 
and family life. They are very intertwined (and we believe 
that’s how it’s supposed to be). However, there are some 
things that just don’t get mentioned when we talk about 
ministry. 

First of all, we are doing well. Tired, but enjoying family and 
resting when we need it. Our language learning is going well, 
and we feel very much adjusted and at home here now J 

Zack is doing so much better in school and feeling like he 
belongs. We’ve been praying for this since we got here. This 
move was very hard for Zack. For a while he reminded us 
weekly that he wanted to run/fly away, back to America. 
Praise God that He has helped us and given us some insight 
on how to lead/parent him. Zack is very inventive and loves 
to build things.  

Nathan has a really strong conviction to do what is right 
and he is a very helpful hard worker. He loves art and would 
like to start piano lessons.  

Corban is so happy. He loves to sing (about everything), and 
loves to hug everyone and make them laugh. And along with 
his brothers, is doing great at speaking Slovene.  

Alisha is so helpful around the house. She loves to cook, play 
with her dolls, and put the house in order. She also loves art.  

We have a few days planned in Paris this month with our 
pastor and his wife (they have family there we will stay with 
:) Christena is getting excited to fly to Denver for her brother 
Tyson & Rochelle’s wedding in August. She is looking 
forward to this extra gift of family time, though it won’t feel 
long enough. And Shawn’s Mom will come help in Slovenia 
while Christena is gone. 

Zack is now finishing 2nd grade, Nathan 1st, and Corban 
kindergarten. Next school year, Alisha will be four so we 
might be putting her in part-time pre-school to help her learn 
the language, but we are still praying about this decision. 

There is so much that God is teaching us about living cross-
culturally. The spiritual battles are very different. We 
experience a lot of turbulence before and after big events: dis-
unity, sickness, and a lack of motivation to do anything. But 
we are learning deeper dependence on God in everything! 

Family Life 
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Thank you for standing with us in prayer and 
support! We truly mean it… Thank you! There are 
days when everything just seems to go so smooth. 
Days when we see God work in super-natural ways 
and we know that it is because you are praying. J 
          

      ~Shawn, Christena, Zack, Nathan, 
Corban and Alisha 

 
The power of prayer is under-estimated; even by 

those who think they are over-estimating it! 

And we don’t say 
this lightly… 

History 
The name of the town we serve in is… Kocevje. 

 
• During the Slovenian civil war, people were 

told that they would be brought to safety in 
Austria by getting on the trains. 

• But the trains brought them to our town, 
Kocevje. 

• Here they realized they were lied to as they 
were all taken off the train and murdered 
just a few miles from where we live. 
 

The war is fresh in memories and there is a HUGE 
lack of trust in the hearts of Slovenes to this day. 
We’ve said it before, but it takes a long time to be 
trusted here. 
There is still the question asked, “What side are 
you on?” The Partisans or the Catholics. 
 
We can honestly say neither side; except on GOD’S. 

Our Contact Info: 
Home address: 
Mlaka pri Kocevju 44 
1332, Stara Cerkev  
Slovenia 
 
US phone: (503) 507-6081 
Blog: Werdupslovenia.blogspot.com  
 
Support Address: 
Josiah Venture 
PO Box 4317 
Wheaton, IL 60189 
Account # 42200 
www.josiahventure.com 
 
 

We LOVE hearing from 
you too, so please feel 
free to write back or give 
us a call J 


